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ko slGTae T ISGUERE , M T IERER BEMTREMIT A (ARSI - BB
b (ERZEFESE ) FUEEERIEE (Ehekiatat) MHEEEE (B g mAESE) > HmEEEmE -

By EGREE - BSOS - S EORE £ B FRER T E N SO EmeE ST ) B

TRtEEEER o B P RERSERIR U E AARBE FHERCE (collocations ) AR EERE
EEENEAAGER A GREIEMENIZREE R - RAEFH T HERE IR E T —
T - BRGNS R R R -

& - FEBEEELSN
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115 2GS oA
Eur | EEEA | BEFEN| BFREY | A o AR B
1 rahcss] s tight Level 3 | hasty (L3), diligent (L4), routine (L3)
N official (L2), instant (L3),
2 | wEssiR | WA | amaewr | Level 4 (12), instant (L)
elementary (L4)
N career (L3), expectation (L3),
3 | XEHEMEm| % vacancy |Leveld | (_ )» exp @3)
inspiration (L4)
. enuinely (L4), alternatively (L4),
4 | NEHFRWm | 8l initially | Level 4 s y (L4 y (@4
fundamentally (L4)
N N dimension (L5), integration (L5),
5 FERCEH #45H | consumption | Level 5 N (L3). integ @3)
provision (L5)
6 fefcE EE dread Level 4 | stress (L2), wander (L3), escape (L2)
7| XEHRE | % passion | Level 3 |resource (L3), impact (L4), emphasis (L4)
8 | EHEMm | B assault Level 5 | shatter (L5), overturn (L5), condemn (L5)
9 —F %% ENET| elbow | Level 3 | crash (L3), tumble (L4), struggle (L2)
10 FERCEH] 255 grave Level 4 | swift (L3), brutal (L4), harsh (L4)
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s R FEAG AT
SR R SREE R o (T > BEHE A ERE P E =R MR Y I HIR(E{THY
INERF o BIREL 114 iR > FE T OCE R BT ETCE ) HVER] > Rl e
THEEL ) B TR HVER o REERAER o AEfRE RN - PR TR OO SR
Bie) > PCEEFAEAFRESE AV EC RIS B R [FIEa M AT R B L A (R
x5 1 - fERcE
—> R B schedule [EEFEICHYIE &5 - Fon T BORIVITIE ) - HUE(B) tight © 3F 2224 FTRE
HEE tight & TRy, o GRS T EEER R S TR AYE AT o HAUEEIELA) hasty
(ZICHy) HMEEREAELT - HEE FEUD{EEi] schedule -
* 5 6. ¢ fERCE
— 8% dread the thought of Ving VEE AL » FrHEEREIBRERE - RE - 287
CEGREINZ > W RE RTINS RSN B - A SR By escape
{EAN5E escape the thought TR EALHEEERERTIUE - B A EARTHEIEEIF ORI -
X5 0 M T TR
— A% elbow (n) " T EESEE (v) AVAE > BIs " HTRHERRTE , - HERSEAE
RS ] B s ML - B s AR B R Ry — R > 58 PO er s R
FRE G R B AR ELE PR
* 5 10. 7 - fEfcE
—> R grave B AR [ EERY » EARY ) AL 0 grave concerns SEHTIHIZE S i FLAY
fElica - S BEHB) brutal (FEZHY) HEFTESREHIAE - (HE/ D HZEE] concerns

IR il
115 B2 R REs 73 A7

= H ek HEENE ik
11| Fak/#KEE | it turns out (JRAE GEFUE)

communicate (L3) » 5572 * manipulate (L5)

Bk RAEm | 12 |sEsE (FhE)
(216 7)
L VIR

demonstrate (L4) ~ immigrate (L4)

13 |zAlZE (£4E6) | clue (L3) > 5%  match (L2) ~ icon (L5) ~ doubt (L2)
14 | SCEHERFRAR | less likely (EAHIAE

15 | Fish #5HCEE | be responsive to (¥ G )

accommodate (L5) (F4N,feit(EE)
compensate (L5) ~ anticipate (L5) ~ reinforce (L5)

16 |sE5eE (FEd)

B L

(2042 17 AR HFEE (had yet to develop & KZEfE )
% = =7
18 A EE be meantto be ( 51/ AEE)

X/ =9"E

19 | SCEHER: 8K | as such (IERANEL)
20 | EHEEZHEMAE | social activity (#15EH) )
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fREE_ BT - 115 FEraMbaslEER T T Hil R - BOUE ) 19SS - FESERE
AHEETISOREE (context) FRHERGEERRH (% - BLAIS SLHERYSOEAMARVE H EAER, -
* SCE R R
1L - AEHEREREERIE A » gl — A RE NG R E EHE R REIRES
FEAEH] it turns out (&5 HA) AT R E At &R — - EHERE
TR NESHRIEREETH -
) LB RERE
17 AR R BEEE  MUE BT BN ASRE RN E SRR - IR
b TR ) 38 - had yet o 3R "R, - HECESCEAVBRIGRES 5 > SURMIEE -
AREERAEAGE | SCEBREOR RIS CE FIE T A st ) By BT
EHIFRRBEEREAH A - B8 114 5 TIBRATRA ) FRE (would spread) S2H[F]
T BRI SCEAT > SRR o R T ) -

LR

(1) B BN © SR E R T~ 50 Fnll RS (4 however, therefore, as
such, in other words, all in all ) AYEFThHE EL{dE FH RS 1% -

(2) B0 F B E8E © 41 be meant to V ~ give rise to,  bring up... Z=4E A SEFR G

(3) BERESUAIER « R — 2B BRERE (X8 7 #E)) (EEARST - AHREF AR S E
(B

= EEE
115 SO sE T (ERE © FIERIFIE )

R | M fRRE LR 5
21 255 be by no means+ adj. unproductive " fE4= ZE TIHY |
77 &5 linked with brain size and N. function " IEE |
23 | increase dementia N. risk " JEE
24 5B significantly V.+N. delay " JE4% |
25 EET] help (to) V. retain " {R%E GCIE
26 EYEG others V. shorter naps ( #fpEA]) point to " f5H
27 E5) may V. a person’s condition depend on " HUHFL
28 s surprisingly adj. benefits dramatic " ERHY,BUEITERY
29 e with adj. light minimal " /DAY
30 | create a relaxing N. atmosphere " S |

SHESCEBIAEN EEAEATE(L > SCEEREENT > FERERINE - B 114 RS EUEE
WOEEAAH LT B ZH5T 2 o MARERR S A I 5a) P B A& SRR
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% 2. BH—>7E% by no means (4&JF) > H1&X$2%| recharge (708 )  refreshed ( EHITIRKIERE
) AR ZE AR FEIE S P 2550 unproductive SRESRCEFE G E (4BIFIRER) -
5 9. B> EAS EEHi%4EE light (GE4R) > HAZSCHEF] blackout curtains (EOLETRE) - 7]
WRIFRELOR /& ) #YPEE minimal -
BACTE
1. (EBSOEE S BLEE M i B
% 25 7 i BhEDEE help Z1% - RSP EDE
% 9. 3 ¢ {Zafi4Ee light - FRE AP A -
2. FURETE RARICAHA

55 22 1 © brain size and - BLRRER TSRS F - MRS AMEEAR A -
55 3. 1 © dementia SRR dementia risk (JREIR ) ACHEMUFERIE -

3. EEETH—F RN R
%5 28 @ * dramatic benefits - dramatic fEILAERES T BREIMERY , - i@ T BEERY ~ BEX
MY, TERMEE T AT AR T AR fRE
4. FE BT ENGER
5 30. /2 ¢ SCHHEF quiet place ~ nature sounds ~ relaxing 0 325 SGRH A [ FE m B S — ([
JFREY TR 0 #USE atmosphere ©

- EEARE
SRS HENRE H B ALLRE DR S T — (3R 5T - (LR RS - (=R -
T AR S N\ H B A AR ER AR - TR EAE G T e EfrE > Bl EEHE
PZZERRESR R R 0 B NEEAAR R HEZ AN o RN E - (FER VSR T ¢
1. 3CEf## (Contextual Clues) : ZmikFi{e )& A HAYIFRESGE L -
2. f5fX—%L (Cohesion & Pronouns ) : ;3 EfX#45d (they, this, it) FTfs¥RAVAR - BEBE
Al
3. #EfHEE K (Transitions)  HJERRSR - I - B0 BRHERIA -
4. BEEIE (Structure) &7y FiEA) (BRE) -~ SCRAMED (BeHp) BIZE&SG) (BERE) -
3 AU NS R E 0 B TEANINAE o &SGFEI 1700 DRI AR B
FENBER M EEE GURMER=ZEE1) MABESE M - EHCHR
£y “deeply unfashionable” [E{FIPE T & EME " AIRITHMEE | IELE R
() -
55 3. B Fi—AARE RS b FUCER A TTREMEA Ry TIEHEE (less intelligent) | e
EETH (ER LAV AREEHTERE T G IR AV BBV GUEL (sign of stupidity ) |
B a7 BB BB S SRR AR - BUEE) -
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58 E2g e i RE TR E MRS HAVR#EE (Newcomers) | » iEE—{ERAN TR
HYELASAHER - BIZZEETH > (A)BFFHAY “Another crucial factor” ZE7~ZEFr BL—{EHTHY
NZEETEm » 1 “immigration diversity” [E4FIFE | 1% J7HY Newcomers $272% - {75
A) -

B 34 >R IEERE 0 A B BEEEETIRE o BEIH(B)RY “Various factors have thus
contributed...” FFH#E 5 thus (KL KFFISCRFIVEESE ~ b ~ BERERZEM
T—ESEENELS - 5B R —a) T SEILINR B R | iVéSam 0 i
ZE(B) -

ok 5B HETH (D) By el R REEE 7 —BE NS (EEETHAE S e g ee - (HE RN T EHS vs. 158 |

HITESE LB » 2RI » AR O A4S RIREE T TIGR (ESUESE) | B T2/ (OUb
B RAZR) | o BETHDONIHNE AR CE P IS ENE(TT AR S S - B sy
THEIMEAN BN | 2355 -

A~ BRI
SRR RSO - T E M - 4IETRE - HEemdEE A I o R E R T R AR
W NS ERR IR E S AR BV » A FER T DU IERERVE K - BIHIRE FERDA
TEZRERHEZAMS A I (350 %] 400 72 [H) > (HR R B R AV S R E R 8 - SERR
ENER R AGERIKEE 2 T RS, -
115 2200 3R B A

B4 FE T8 RE T rH H A
35 | E5&E (Mainidea)
| B 55 R bR o B 3 5 36 |mFEiEamE (BGE R EEEHR)
(49369 ) 37 | 4HERERERE (01 R )
38 |[EREEE (PEHE)
39 | 4HETE ([E R E P HREIEE)
) BOMNK EEAE e P EIhRE | 40  |[(REEEIESE ([ “them”™ ZjhF)
(89371 5) 41 | HEHEERE (AMDRHE R AEARER )
42 | NBEHEEmE (AP ERRL)
43 | 2T EE
; N E AR O L 44 | A4EEFEE (R “this” Z$575)
(49367 5) 45 | s (R “ablip” ZkFE )
46 | HENYERE (& AE)
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BRE I ITELR A
1.

- AEHEUAEETE B B SO kSR ¢ 4056 40. RERY “them” FEHYSZHUTHINY “stairs” » 55 4. JEHHY

s b B ARV EAE R - H AR T AR S EEEIRE T » BIRNEE 35, ’E5 200kl
7 TR AR ) VTS o MEE 8 RIS AR TR T A0EE | AR o e
SPIFRRIFENT - SR R EEEAE MEE - DUBHA R ESE -

& 5 ZEEREESGEEE ) ¢ B R EEERNEER - TR R L RS
PETRAVEE ST o IS EME 38 R B » CEMMEREEIRIE South Georgia Hi%E - #E A
Weddell Sea 74 [& %K/ (drifting down south... then pushed northward ) » fii[ {54
& JEER 2 Elephant Island > £%{% Shackleton Ffi7T[2] South Georgia K% - fRI5 510
RS A4 B B 7 (R AU A - B AR RS T IERR S IR R AR o ET
HH TE R 3R

“this” AIl&f5 " MBI, AVER: - A FEEEERER - FE BRI A H i
TS TE - ENMEREE BNEIEIEAE » IR E SR E R (05 4. BRI EE
) HYAEMERT -

BPRE TR (BN EEm ) AYRE ST ¢ BRI B e s A4S - B 18 S8
ZHAHERS o W55 36. RHEH[ “exacerbated the situation” FYE E > {EF3C “Freezing water
rushed in” (ZK7KIRA) RIRMEDCENE - ESEBEIE T HYECEE “Added fuel to the fire” (K E
D) - 58 45. jEAY “a blip” » {£1%& 1] “ended up right where we began” ( [B|FI|[FH %L ) EL¥EE
AT “less a rule” (AZHAN) - A[HERTIEE —(EF R - FRR AHYIRAE » #iE “A

temporary state” o

\ SE.AH

b ==Y =t

RERTRGEEORB AR CE P IG5 ERamE A A AR E R > o2

Ry BORERAE T4 &S (Wonder Village) | FFEApEATRISL - it A AEAT FEL

SR HNBRAAGRILEST 2R - INREEVNESE (P9 A £ F) HIERESEIL HATHE - &

HE

BEOREAFAFEEM SRR - D - SERGENERE "o EEEbtEsdzE, - H
SRR A S ER SRR - (EEBE DB -

1.

AR ¢ BRSO AG A (
AR R AN SR - (FERSTESE T AR TR - R TR ARl -
At RS 2 -

@ H : It is a place where the old meets the new — where tradition coexists harmoniously with

_ 4., and local features are perfectly ~ 48.  with foreign elements.

47, FERRATT © {67 23 with SICHIET - 47, Fs VBB — M43 - RISATC 4% (tradition)
BT TH (old) | MM » ILRSTRHUART T#F (new) | BERIAH - 4 EIATEA arc
&I with ACHET LR FTIE A —#E %75 (V-p.p.) DIRERGEENRERE - RoR{EA @
e RS B TR o DRI - [EE RN R R R A (LA -
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2. R R UCHC B AR
ZEERE (55 49, ) BORERAE R R AR E Y LB FERG 5 T TUCHD © 12 HIer 2 ks
PR IR AIAVEE ST - R ER " W@ B T ERRE ) fBAS o B EEE AT
TEEZZEIT -

3. & ORI SR BB
TR EREAN  HEERE e H% , - BHTEE Joseph Tang - Rl HHEEHE RE 15
C - fEZEE Y > ZEF TSR EAY © “Each store is one of a kind...” JEEF5H T &% - /EEHE
EAERNYE TR EE ) S EME » DVESEELESH one of a kind ¢ R A BB B A B EGE R R E
DI e 2N -

T BN AR

SENNENGE T T REBEEIN ) K T HEEREECR ) BEAER - R A
HINEAY) 5 A ERGE R LSS EN - EE AR a LR E R EERE
IERERE B EFEE RIS o Bl © " H4rEE (percentage ) | ~ T fkAE J157 40 (divide /
categorize... based on ability / proficiency ) | & " #{7)E#) (conduct activities ) | ZFgalsx » g
B R ARG AR SR EAEAVE T - B E - SHEAVEIEEEA PR e » NS IR
B F T RRE - WOF B IR REREEH » FEREZ A AV 38 -

ENECGEEREE T T RRE R L A - BOREABEE R T FEY i (£
NGRS ) ) o FESS— BRI I BRAE mT DA SWHOERIFIE =40 (HEEEE vs. #0MZ)
BUEN (BREEEY) vs. BRE 3N AVMETHIE - 55 BRI RE AR it R RARE T - FRaT
am A R AR (WSS TT ~ mEE) DUt Ea2 2 (WVERUE D ~ DFLhngl) -
EE FEIEE AL & ERAV L GRS - AR FIEAFF S EM I RE - NS EHEE
HYBEARGE R LAH AR ZERS - WiikemBh el - SCRAIE - HEREEEIEAEREE -

2 BEHEER

SRt 115 E201 > SUBERFEStachE ey A i m SRl 2 R R - A
- FERBREER MRS (B4~ Pl BB CBRL - MEERESE ~ VDT RTH
W) o P IERZ R E IRy S
AL - ARy —ETSCERE > BEEEETHY T —FEE&, B T A -
3. EREMD  EREESCR > FIE G £ E® (Main Idea) BISZHRFHET (Supporting
Details) - 12 ¥fim E4S LIRS M By A R % -
4. B30 NEEMREEEMISCRG - HEN " B/ 5 ik
FEJIRE 20N - e R R = S E AR - HE R
SR ~ TEEAEBOR) HIHSCHRAE - REHRRIRE
KEB) -

[

0

o B TERG O ) HIRETD - REF
HEEALERE (01 - Al
CE =t ) (N THIONES ST Ll

Bk

SN
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1. The mayor has such a schedule that it takes weeks to arrange an interview with her.
(A) hasty (B) tight (C) diligent (D) routine
% E:0B

o 2 EHRATIEIEE R - DLENEAC R 58 2 B REZeHR 5 3K -
DR WERAY -~ Zftry BEERY OFrErY  DFITHY
FRRERSE S © A5 tight schedule [EERIERCHE » FoRTIEHHGIR "T85, -

BHEHE: 5

2. Jane started as an art designer, but now she has a professional studio of her own.
(A) official (B) instant (C) amateur (D) elementary
% E:0

o 2 B-Ra R (ERERIEMTSG TR > (ERAECKERES H OSSR LFEE
PHET C WETTHY BIZEMRY  (CEERAY  DIEGERY
FEREME S © ZRT— Bt SEERAY (amateur ) BRI EEEHY (professional ) JERCHSLE

BHEHE: 5
3. The teaching at the famous high school soon attracted more than a dozen well-qualified
applicants.
(A) career (B) vacancy (C) expectation (D) inspiration
E %' (B

o 32 ERTIHE S P EIE R TS | T 2B E IR

OMEET - AE  (BZERR - i O DR

FERENLS © 1€ 5 [FEECE (attract applicants ) A DAKIZEZR A B " 226, (vacancy) >
[EAREEE(B) -

85 E: 5
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4. Designed by a young engineer, the new product has created far more profit than

expected.

(A) initially (B) genuinely (C) alternatively (D) fundamentally

H E: A

g B ETHAH RS AR AR s T AR Rl S AR R A e ] TR

DMEREF - AREY] ~ 0] BES O DIRA L

RN © 1 far more ATLIMERIIERZ 2 EL—FRIGTEIG 2 % - “initially expected” & " —F
GYIHEINY - FFEAH AT EREIES -

# 5 E: TR

It has been confirmed that a balanced of fruit and vegetables is a key element to good health.
(A) dimension (B) integration (C) provision (D) consumption
EZ %E:'D

8 CE RN K A R e R R -

WBET  WER - R BES ORME DHEN - &

WEREIES, © A% balanced consumption of N... ELEAMERLFE « 2o TR » 6
B () BEIEEHE consumption (EF -

B 5 E: P

As a shy boy afraid of making public appearances, Timmy the thought of speaking
before large audiences.

(A) dreads (B) stresses (C) wanders (D) escapes

E E:Q

o 2 ERENEE - FRAFEE - R —EEEAE R AR E TR 2 E

DMERT C WFD - RIE B5R#E  (CEE - Er D2kEE

RN AREHEEERTE ¢ dread the thought of + V-ing @ —fREIHEE - KEIE R -
escape Fyifs o el 0 WISREAE T EThHERE , (escape) TiE(EREH - A GHE
RRESHYRLE] T E A HEIRAY ) O » L escape KAV SBLEER F TR -

B 5 E:H

To the newly-crowned winner of the piano competition, music is his life’s , which he has

devoted himself to whole-heartedly.

(A) resource (B) impact (C) passion (D) emphasis
= £:(C
th 2= HEUHENHELEEENS 0 SR EM —ENEYE > e 2B A

Hrp o

MEEF : VER BFE OE - BE DO

FEREMES © /¢ERS: “devoted himself to whole-heartedly” o] DL H 723 fir e B ¥ A & 48 A7 75 A B
B - B (Cpassion @ FRIEZEFEEZM—EHIYENF -

®HEE: 5
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8. The drunk driver who shouted at passers-by and them with glass bottles was quickly

arrested by the police.

(A) shattered

% %X
PR EIAS RS AKILREY - 6 ISR B M T - IREAL R & T -

o

DMAET

B o E:

(B) assaulted (C) overturned (D) condemned

B)

AHTRE (B - 6% COFFE D385
P A% assault someone with something (FIRYII %) EEHIEFE » fE
shouted at passersby (¥f& ALY ) Bl with glass bottles ( FIBZEEHE ) A DUSEH
FFEREsm)) T8 (assaulted) | BREASHIIEE -

l:[:l

9. There were so many people at the bus station that I had to my way through the crowd to

board the bus in time.

(A) crash (B) tumble (C) elbow (D) struggle
Z %E:0
o B ORERE AR o BB A AR o A RE R E -
DR © AR BEE OFFRHERE DFHL
BT © AR elbow one’s way through N (FHFAHENE---) - a5 s NS HIEERTA -
struggle 58 FH_E3iA I FFRER AT my way ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ% struggle through N
B 5
10. Deadly shootings on US campuses have raised _ concerns about how to prevent such

tragic incidents from happening again.

(A) swift

x5 E:
D R ERYE R B S (5 T AP AS LR RER I R AR A ERER R

CE -

DMEET
© A grave concerns (FREEAVIER) - RSOl RAVIEAEE -

B 5 E:

(B) brutal (C) harsh (D) grave
D)

WHRZRHT  BEERSHY  (CfFg=THY  D)EgERY

severe / serious / grave / significant / profound concerns £ FAVIERC £ - harsh
(BRIERY, BrlisRY ) AIlE FIfEREES] ~ B25% F > 41 harsh criticism / punishment /

conditions ° brutal RIFR-RVEX. (&) ~ %[ - 4 brutal attack / reality / review e

o i
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. E 15 EaEH

From the campfire to the cafe, people have always gathered together to share the latest news.

White rhinoceroses,  1l. , do the same thing — only their choice of meeting place is a giant pile
of poop.

A new study indicates that rhinos have a smelly way to  12. . Scientists studying white
rhinos in South Africa have found that these animals leave messages in their poop. In particular,
they leave their poop in the same place for all the other members in the group to smell — just like
humans leaving messages on social media. Furthermore, different rhinos leave different
chemicals in their poop, which provide important  13.  about the age, sex, general health, and
reproductive conditions of each specific rhino. This is of great significance for the peace and
harmony in the group. When all members in a group know what’s going on with each other, it is
14 that they will fight.

The researchers have even made “fake poop” to see how different rhinos would react. They
find that dominant males are particularly  15.  the “fake poop” that carries chemicals from
females ready to mate. The males sniff it for longer duration and come back to the same spot
more frequently, a clear sign that they are gathering information about mating opportunities from
the poop.

S X e KSF R - AT —ELIRE G R Eaoil s - 1 JF2K
A AE A — H R PIEEA R G R — MR -

— IR AR - BRAA—fE TRERRST /Y 2B 5= - iHSERIEN
AR - B et MR EE T TEHE o BaeER - HifE
B (DS E MR - SEEEAS T Ay HA AR B AT AR i — B A E L RS
ERETERE 8 - 1S - AEBEANEEFEAAENEEYE - ELYERE
EEN G —ERANFER ~ M5 - BESEEHIRCEEA IR EH 13, R -
ERNERRHGHIPENEE R A ERER - ERE T AITEREAE BN
AR - HEATTRE 14, EEBER R 53 4 37 -

R ABRE B8 T TEREME |, KEZEAERESIIKE - M55 - £5
AR AR A T AR CECRIENE | (EERERSRAVIRE R ] 1. AR
FE - ELEIEVEER NS R o o AR [ S [E (R - SR R

IR (AR BT O e A BRI AR,
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11. (A) what is more (B) it turns out (C) in other words (D) all in all
% E:B

DMEET - ABRIEZSN  BIEERE - [Fo0E  Ofa)EiEl DEINS Z

RS - ARREERT—A T AR ESEHE L o R—aiEH T BRI
£ BELTA THPEREER, o MIEMTE (BHA) ~ AR (B
JHC) Bglss (BH D) - (B)it turns out 7 ARG [T FEBUBR SR AVEE R - 5

A TSN NEHSEE ) X TIEEREE ) 1IEW - AERERE A T
R AEBOIT R, - Rt e -
5 E
12. (A) demonstrate (B) immigrate (C) communicate (D) manipulate
E X0

OMEEEZ © APRE ~ 5B BRER OB - i DRt

RN « A Rz R TREA) > SRIARS T A —ERWRIIN K J  BXER
728 T TNEE ) - THRNEEHIEEYS ) o BB EET BIIIRER
sUE AR » RIBEFE B8R B | messages | J ' social media ; 3 =0T fERYE5HE

communicate °

g E:5
13. (A) doubts (B) icons (C) matches D) clues
= Z:0D

DMEERT - AfEEE BEDK - B85 O - tEE D&RE

FEREME S © SCPIR RIS PR EERTE TE(IE TRIHC “age, sex, general health..” (£ ~ P51 »
RSN ) BYEER - 58S " HRILEREIEREER I | BYALEE Sy clues (8% -
mfFE A B OCHYEESE - A BRI S AR [ about... | JURGEERFERC -

BESHE: 5

14. (A) hardly surprising (B) more acceptable (C) truly important D) less likely
x5 E£:0D

DMERET - AR RET B2 OEIEEZR DN FTAERY

FERAMLS © Am) BN S BRI A A RN E RS RV B B RE S R TE G LAY RO
Bt TRKRETEE ) g ERFTZRAVAR o BT — AR B RS A B RIS R B B2 (
This is of great significance for the peace and harmony in the group) - HZAMEEm4E
RIEEEZERIE(R - R EELE less likely fu & #E -

B 5 E: 4
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15. (A) responsive to (B) annoyed at (C) considerate of (D) tolerant with
x5 E: A

\

MRS ¢ (A HRE B BENSER OFf---#8hE OS54

FRREMES « AR N BRI TR, BIVRIE - B — R EEES T EEEA
[CIEHEEARE o BRI PTS RRE A DRE " IE | - RILESEERE B T R E
FEHECAHY responsive to ©
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5 16. 2 20. B Ry
The history of dim sum stretches back to the early days of the Silk Road, an ancient network

of trade routes connecting the East and the West. Those who traveled along the routes through
China needed places to rest. Teahouses thus sprang up to  16.  the weary travelers, offering
them a cup of tea to help them regain energy. But the culinary art of dim sum __ 17. , for it was
considered inappropriate to pair tea with food. Centuries later, the ability of tea to aid in digestion
finally became known. Teahouse owners therefore began providing bite-sized snacks as an
accompaniment, and the tradition of these Cantonese delicacies was born.

Dim sum is more than just an example of Chinese cuisine. Itis 18.  an enjoyable dining

experience that can span hours. The small portions were designed to merely “touch the heart,” as

the name literally means, and 19.  were first enjoyed as snacks. The small size allows the

customer to order a great variety of dishes, creating a banquet of different tastes and flavors. It is
customary for big groups to enjoy simple dishes together as  20. . Ultimately, dim sum — the
food — is only a small part of the dim sum experience.

G BECy (dim sum ) P S AT EM] 2 SR4H 2 BEAY ARG A o SR4H 2 B — (2
SRV THY T R4 o 17BN T BRI N B AR IR A TR A LUK B AT -
RIELZREE B M AE - F2R 16, B EAVIR A - FeHE— RSB Bh PRI i -
PRI > RO EFTERE R E T 17, MRS - N AR AR e YR s —
EEEANEER o RETHL 1% - AFIEREHEIRAIHE - IRE2ReEEE b
satR it/ My B HVRLOE REEC - BRI E Sttt A -

LA L R ERE Y —E G > 18 A FR T v DR E U N
R AEREE - B8/ MyBIVEYHEGETHUEE B8 AL, (RO —iEN 7
B 0 D HAEEYHEEFEROER o /NGH0 S o] DB S5
HUREE » TR —355 IR BRI 2 e VR - AMTEEBLRERE K — R = A&
AU RO AT 20. BREEHVHAUES) - 45 B —8YEAs —H
B A SRR e T e —/ R oy
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16. (A) accommodate (B) compensate (C) anticipate (D) reinforce
x5 E: A

DMEERT - (ABGY -~ IREMEE BfE OFFEI D - 581k

FEREMES: © RO EEVINEE © T REERE IS A TR EIVIR AT A R EFEER
#0J5 » accommodate someone (FRHEFEAETE - BFEN) RFEAE " Z{itE
T ~ BERHR AR | AVIEER -

#HHE 5

17. (A) would hardly develop (B) had yet to develop
(C) was fast developing (D) had almost developed
E %£:B

MEET - AR FPAgEE BEREE OEEHRHEERE DR TFOEETK

FRREMES ¢ BASE T But ([HZ) RREH - HRUMEEEK © for it was considered
inappropriate to pair tea with food (R &SI BB N EERY) » vJH#
M1 BB ARTE BB ER B L » RIEEFE B E TR + yet to IR T F|
EWF R LA o H have yet to V Ry FIEVRIEL » i T AR -

85 E: 4

18. (A) passed on to (B) brought up as (C) thought to have (D) meant to be
E E:D

DMEREF - AFIRG BWEF--8 OfRAHEE DEMERS - FAZ

FEREMES - A5 It (Dim Sum ) 2 —7f# 7] DIFFE =2 2 (8 /Ny B RS ER (an
enjoyable dining experience that can span hours) - {&=F]HY small portions /
merely touch the heart B3Fij— 2 EBE L AE FEIZIRAHIRESAHITE - 1215
TN OGEESEIRLOEY T RGT HIVEAE o mIERL OISR - e e
M > RIEE#EESE be meant to be e faE ©

g5 E:
19. (A) if so (B) as such (C) by then (D) in that
% E:B

DT WIRSEER BIERAAEE  COFFE DKW ~ 5

RN ¢+ A EERBIRE O FAR AR /My BAVRE LEE TR TIREN AL - TR Ry iE R
A BLOEROIEIERZ &SR - as such FIZAGKEERTHUSAL - For T IEREL , -
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20. (A) a widely known delicacy (B) an intimate romantic dinner
(C) a joyful social activity (D) an amazing local cuisine
E E:0
MEET - AFE S AHREER BEFEVREHRE ORMravssEE) OBEEERYIITR
H

BN © AR ORI © AT RS R - SR - HisGRE T REEE (big
groups)  ~ "3EE (share) | ~ TEUNEFAYEGER (span hours) - [NLEEEL(E
HAcEL L &) - IFRYIAS - BEHE a joyful social activity Feff G 2L EE °

B E: T

= -XEEEH(A1059)
SEHH EE 2 EEEE 30 RS R L oy -

]
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Are you feeling a little guilty about your daily mid-afternoon snooze? Well, you don’t need

to. Taking a nap in the middle of the day is by no means  2I. . In fact, you are giving your

brain and your body some time to recharge and turn up refreshed.
Research has shown that napping is linked with brain size and  22. ; specifically, it can
boost our cognition and memory. In our early 20s, our brain starts shrinking, which gradually

slows cognition and increases dementia  23.  in later life. The brain size of habitual nappers,

however, is found to be better preserved. This suggests that napping may significantly  24.
age-related brain shrinkage, and thus lower the possibility of developing dementia. Neurologists
also confirm that naps can enhance memory and learning. For students cramming for college
exams, napping will help  25.  acquired knowledge and learned skills.

Understanding how to perfect your nap is vital for reaping its benefits. To begin with, you
need to find out the ideal length of a nap. Some studies recommend napping for 20 to 40 minutes,

while others 26,  shorter naps, such as 15 to 20 minutes. The best nap length, however, may

27.  aperson’s physical condition and fatigue level. For some people, even a five-minute nap
can bring about surprisingly ~ 28.  benefits.

Furthermore, the environment where naps are taken also plays an important role. A dark

space with little distraction is ideal for napping. So, find yourself a quiet place with  29.

light or with blackout curtains. If you can’t find a dark room, consider wearing a sleep mask.

You can also add some soothing nature sounds to create a relaxing  30. , which can make your

naps more effective.

(A) retain (B) depend on (C) atmosphere D) delay (E) unproductive
(F) risk (G) function (H) minimal (I) dramatic (J) point to
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WERE BEGR  ORF OIESE  EERERMN - th=4E 11
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means __ (FESEIE---) o H by no means BiRFUEGER (84 ) o
BEZEMEE AR A > EERERENEE (BIFIRERE=FRE) - &
JA(E) unproductive (SRR /HEAEETIN) WITEEE ©
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: napping is linked with brain size and ; specifically, it can boost our cognition
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size and function E&FRAVHERD -
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L5

LA
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®HE S
2% E:'BH
FERENEE © FISCEET] “A dark space... is ideal” (FEEFHYZERIRIE) o (R deiii—EZems
Hob&R_ W7 - BTG TR AURME - SRS ER DT o BETHH)
minimal (/DAY 5/ NREHY) FFEsEE » minimal light BIfEEEES T -
HHE S
30.% E: (0
FEREMLS © MRS A B AN S RAE — BN - ZEMSETA N E e a DU
V4550 relaxing - FIETFRIE A S 4GE - Bt 2 E HE SR EHIREEGRE -
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Smiling is a gesture that many people engage in dozens of times a day without thought.

Most people believe that smiling is an expression of good feelings, a simple way to show
happiness and friendliness. But does this hold true across time and cultures?

31 In the West, for example, portraits of men and women before the 1700s typically

depicted them with a serious, unsmiling expression. The absence of smiles stemmed partly from

the attempt to hide their decayed teeth caused by poor dental hygiene. More importantly, smiling
and laughter had long been perceived in the society as manifestations of a lack of self-control and
good manners. Paintings with white-toothed smiles emerged after the 1700s, with the gradual
rise of a culture that valued perception and responsiveness.

Recent studies also show that interpretations of smiling may vary from culture to culture.

While in most cultures smiling is associated with positive emotions, in certain cultures the same

person can be judged as less intelligent when smiling. 32.
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The amount people smile is culturally influenced as well. People smile more when they are

from countries that are high in individualism and low in population. These are often places where

the needs and rights of the individual take precedence over those of the group. 33.

Newcomers from different parts of the world are found to smile more. Without a shared

language, they often resort to smiling to get along with others. For them, smiling is a
straightforward way to indicate that one is reliable and trustworthy:.

34. As many psychologists now point out, this simple gesture is in fact far more

complicated than it may appear.

(A) Another crucial factor is a society’s immigration diversity.

(B) Various factors have thus contributed to the phenomenon of smiling.
(¢

D)

(E) In fact, there is a well-known Russian proverb that goes, “Smiling with no reason is a sign of

For most of recorded human history, the open smile has been deeply unfashionable.

A genuine smile indicates contentment, while a forced smile suggests underlying distress.

stupidity.”

G e — a2 NG RGN R B L2+ RVENE - REBARLE
MR OIBRIZRIE - BRI R BN — AR 5 - HERNEERESR
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In March 2022, the Endurance — the lost vessel of the famed polar explorer Ernest

Shackleton — was found in Antarctica, 107 years after it sank. The news made headlines around
the world, not only for the incredible achievement of the search team, but because the discovery
marked the final chapter in a legendary story of extraordinary courage and perseverance.

On August 4, 1914, Sir Ernest Shackleton, along with a skilled crew of 27, set sail on the
Endurance toward the South Pole, hoping to make the first land crossing over Antarctica. From
Plymouth, UK, the team arrived in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and on November 5 reached South
Georgia Island, the last settlement of civilization en route to Antarctica. There, the real challenge
began. Two days after leaving South Georgia in December, the Endurance encountered floating
ice, and was soon completely trapped in pack ice.

The worthy vessel held up for nine months, drifting down south slowly and then pushed
northward by the ice. Gradually, the pressure from the ice buckled the planks. Freezing water
rushed in and exacerbated the situation. On October 27, 1915, Shackleton ordered his crew to
abandon the ship, pitching tents on the ice a mile and a half away. Weeks later, they watched the
Endurance sink beneath the Weddell Sea.

The next five months, the crew camped out on the pack ice as it drifted north, surviving on
penguins, seals, and seaweed. Finally, the ice broke up enough for them to escape in lifeboats.
For seven days, they sailed more than a hundred miles to the uninhabited Elephant Island. But
the crew couldn’t survive long there. So, Shackleton made a dangerous attempt to get help: With
five crew members, he sailed 800 miles over 16 days across freezing, stormy seas to South
Georgia Island. Then the group hiked for 36 hours across the island to reach a whaling station.

Help was almost at hand, but ice and bad weather hindered their return. On August 30,
1916, Shackleton finally got back to Elephant Island with a ship big enough to rescue the rest of
his men. All the members of the expedition team survived, but the Endurance remained lost
under the sea until its discovery in 2022.

S X 2022 3 - FMEERR BT - DT RER RS T ERESR  AE
FAtGE S ER - PEEE)Z AR 107 4 - BHUMEAMERME = ERATE A ERimn s b
EERTREARE - W RSP RS R Temd BB R B e i aE TN aJs -
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35. What is this passage mainly about?

(A) A renowned Antarctic explorer.

(B) The extreme weather in Antarctica.

)
©

A challenging voyage to Antarctica.

(D) The amazing discovery of a sunken ship.
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36. Which of the following idioms is closest in meaning to “exacerbated the situation” in the third
paragraph?
(A) Broke the ice.
(B) Cost an arm and a leg.
(C) Missed the boat.
(D) Added fuel to the fire.
x5 =
5 HHQEXEPEI’] A n% "exacerbated the situation | ZFEHEAFIT NYII[FE ?
W ER BFENE CFEKEHE DR EIDH
N2 pressure from the ice buckled the planks. Freezing water rushed in and
exacerbated the situation. J[RARSFLHLKAE (A4F) - BAACSOEREA (FAE) -
FrrDA SR exacerbate /5 T 584(L ~ & | AYEE - #EIE(D) added fuel to the fire (MK
EhwHD) SFEHER -
B o5 E: 5
37. According to the passage, which of the following is true about Shackleton and his Antarctic

expedition?

(A) His journey lasted more than two years.

(B) He was the first man to cross over the Antarctic.

(C) His team camped out on Elephant Island for five months.

(D) He sent five crew members on a lifeboat to get help from a whaling station.

E E:Q

i B ERESEIS R - N YIREER S IR ?
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DiEE EEEENYEEIE » JF X E “With five crew members, he sailed...” ({h#5=&
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38. Which of the following shows the correct route of the Endurance after leaving South Georgia?
&) (B)

South Georgia

South Georgia

Elephant Island Elephant Island

PACIFIC

PACIFIC
OCEAN

ATLANTIC OCEAN . 4%, ATLANTIC
1,y OCEAN .
ST,

1,
it

South Georgia South Georgia

Elephant Island » Elephant Island

4
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s
WEDDELL i

) 1 WEDDELL
PA(#E\? SEA PACIFIC bgi: SEA
OCE ATLANTIC OCEAN 1 ATLANTIC
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3. 2 4 FHEEHE
In many old castles in Europe, visitors often find a fantastic spiral staircase, which provides a

captivating focal point as it winds up the building. This prominent structure actually has a long
and rich heritage.

In the Old Testament, reference is made to spiral staircases in the Temple of Solomon,
suggesting that they were already in use by around 1,000 BC. The oldest spiral staircase still
standing today is at Trajan’s Column in Rome. The staircase was built in 113 AD, with a total of
185 steps carved in stone and marble. Around this time, spiral staircases began to find much
wider use in Roman architecture and across Europe.

Throughout the Middle Ages, winding staircases became a well-established feature of
European castles, mainly for their advantages in helping to defend against attackers. To begin
with, these staircases were quite narrow, so attackers would have to ascend one at a time, making it
impossible to launch a mass attack. Also, the stairs were designed to turn clockwise upwards.
This means that ascenders would have their right hand tight against the narrowest part of the
staircases, close to the central pole, and as a result were unable to use their sword effectively.
The attackers’ challenge was further complicated by the uneven steps of the staircase, often
strategically designed by the castle owners. The defenders, living in the castles, were familiar
with the stair pattern and could retreat up them very swiftly; while the attackers were much more
likely to stumble and fall, particularly in the dimly lit confines of the staircase.

Being associated with medieval castles and kings, spiral staircases gradually won popularity
in European architecture, with new materials emerging to cope with customers’ needs. In
Victorian times, cast iron spiral staircases were popular for public buildings and homes for the rich.
In the latter half of the 20th century, steel frames became cost-effective, and thus affordable for a
much wider staircase market. Then, steel spiral staircases as fire escape stairs appeared in many
buildings. Today, spiral staircases come in a wide variety of materials: steel, wood, concrete, and
recently even glass. The timeless appeal of their classical design makes spiral staircases a much-
desired feature in luxury homes, offices, and public buildings nowadays.
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39. Which question can the passage answer?
(A) Where was the first spiral staircase constructed?
(B) Who was the first designer of the spiral staircase?
(C) What is the world’s most famous spiral staircase?
(D) Why is the spiral staircase popular in modern times?
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40. What does “them” in the third paragraph refer to?

(A) Stairs. (B) Confines. (C) Attackers. (D) Defenders.
E XA

i R B=EY T them  FRAYE 7
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5% The defenders were familiar with the stair pattern and could retreat up them
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41. According to the passage, which is a correct time sequence of the materials used in making spiral

staircases?

(A) stone — iron — steel — glass (B) stone — wood — iron — steel

(C) iron — marble — wood — glass (D) marble — wood — stone — concrete
x5 E:Q

FE R ARRASC BRI B E AR P (E AR AR RN Ry fer 2
AATE—> M~ BAaE—> R (OfF— KA~ AREH—> I
D) AR —RIE— G H—> AL
TR SR PR BB RENE ST
1. PE7C 113 4F (ZEEFF)  {f2H stone and marble (FABHEARH) o
2. #EZHRolF (Victorian times) : castiron (#5§% ) EISRMRIT -
3. 20 tHACIRFEE © steel () FEAEBEOREE -
4. 3K (Today) : MEMELEARTE - JEEEL > EZ glass (BFE) -
AL E LB IE Y EEER A) -
5 E:H

42. Which of the following statements can be inferred about spiral staircases in the Medieval Ages?
(A) The staircase was too narrow to allow any quick retreat.
(B) The clockwise design favored right-handed castle defenders.
(C) The uneven steps made it easier to ascend than descend the stairs.
(D) The staircase was dark enough for defenders to hide from attackers.
E %' (B
5 R B EACHY R AR o T Y IERCILE T DU R AR 2
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Have you ever wondered why north comes at the top of a map? Well, north may seem a

natural choice for the top spot today, but that wasn’t always the case.

Documents from ancient times indicate that many maps in early ages were pointing to the
east, where the sun rose. In ancient India, for example, maps were most likely oriented to the
east. Though there is no physical evidence to support this, the word dakshina “south” in Indian
languages also means “right,” suggesting that ancient Indians were oriented toward the east, and
therefore south was on their right-hand side. Ample evidences from the Old Testament also
suggest that east was at the top of maps in pre-Biblical and Biblical eras, a reason why east is still
referred to as the “Orient” today.

In the oldest surviving maps, south is at the top, and north points down. Early Egyptian
maps showed south on top, most likely because the Nile, vital to Egyptian livelihood, originated in
the south. As rivers were believed to flow downward, “up” was therefore south. Map makers in
Arabia also drew maps with south on top since the earliest Muslims lived north of Mecca, and a
south-oriented map would show the followers looking up toward their holy city.

The preference for north arose during the European age of exploration. At the time, sailors
relied on the North Star to find their way across the Mediterranean and later the Atlantic. By the
16th century, when Europe’s search for trading routes was at its peak, maps became Eurocentric,
with north on top. The expansion of European imperialism in the following centuries further
established the “north up” practice as the standard.

Today, map orientation is taking on a new perspective. In perhaps our most common
interaction with maps — the use of GPS systems on our phones and in our cars, directions have
ceased to be as important. The layouts are dynamic, oriented toward our travel path.

So, perhaps the north-on-top practice is less a rule and more a blip. After centuries of
technological advancements, it seems we’ve ended up right where we began in ancient times: with
ourselves in the middle, and our destinations at the top.
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43. What is the passage mainly about?
(A) Why east is referred to as the “Orient.”

(B
)

How maps differ from GPS in function.

(C) How map orientation evolved over time.

(D) Why maps were important during the age of exploration.
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44. What does “this” refer to in the second paragraph?

(A) The word dakshina. (B) Physical evidence.

(C) Ancient India. (D) East-orientation of maps.
& E:

E= I SZ‘EPP gy this F5HYE ?

B o5 E:
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JF ] B ¢ “In ancient India, for example, maps were most likely oriented to the east.
Though there is no physical evidence to support this...” S #EHY this 2+5{CFT—1a)fe
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45. Which of the following is closest in meaning to “a blip” in the last paragraph?

(A) A temporary state. (B) An urgent need.

(C) A critical decision. (D) An advanced system.
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46. Which of the following statements is true?
(A) Sailors took the North Star as their final destination.

(B
C

)
)

The GPS system has a fixed direction for orientation.

South was placed at the top of maps in the pre-Biblical era.

(D) Old Islamic maps put south at the top for religious purposes.
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Located along the sparkling coastline of the Pacific Ocean, Wonder Village is a famous

indigenous district in eastern Taiwan. The historic village exhibits the traditional way of life of
the tribe there. However, it does not live in the past. As numerous new restaurants and shops
have sprung up in recent years, it has become not only a cultural center but also a unique

commercial zone. The following six shops are examples of some of the specialty stores there.

After Work

32
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A. Oh Eco

Greatly concerned about the presence of fake “green” products on the market, Alice Bao decided
to open this shop. She sells environmentally friendly items such as reusable bottles, bamboo
toothbrushes, and soy candles. “Here everyone looks out for each other and the

neighborhood,” she says. “There’s a sense of community in the area.”

B. After Work

Neighborhood beer lovers rejoiced when After Work moved in last summer. “We knew we
were coming into a really cool neighborhood,” says co-owner Joey Ma. Aside from handcrafted
beer, the menu boasts hand-made gourmet pizzas such as the Yummy Duck n’ Cheese, loaded

with roast duck and, yes, creamy delicious cheese. A truly unique blend!

C. Aroma Paradise

The fragrances at this scent shop are largely customized to meet the individual shopper’s taste.
Owner Joseph Tang says he knew the idea would work well in this unique district: “Each store is
one of a kind in Wonder Village,” he states. “Aroma Paradise wants to create a paradise for

those who are looking for fragrance made for their special preferences.”

D. Something Different
Looking for something unique? Yes, at this tiny antique store you can always find, as
promised, something different. Open since 1996, the store features traditional-style home

accessories, ranging from cabinets and chairs to picture frames and decorative mirrors.

E. Beyond World

Owner Foting Mayaw opened this boutique in what he calls “the most fascinating area in
Taiwan.” The shop focuses on selling various “good goods” that showcase the skill and spirit
of neighborhood artisans. From fashion items to rice snacks, it carries products only from local

makers and small businesses owned by indigenous people.

F. The Pinery
This restaurant got its name from the pineapple farms that once populated the area. Indeed, the
fruit appears in some innovative menu items (e.g., pineapple jam on the burger). “Wonder

Village is much more than just a tourist destination,” says owner Carol Hon. “It is a place

where the old meets the new: diverse, unique, and always full of surprises.”
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A. Oh Eco
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B. After Work
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C. Aroma Paradise
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D. Something Different
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Wonder Village, a famous tourist site, is characterized by its diversity and uniqueness. It

is a place where the old meets the new — where tradition coexists harmoniously with

_ 41., and local features are perfectly  43.  with foreign elements.

Z£ 4. innovation 48. blended

fg BT AT AR T —— A 47, MIEEdAF o (Wonder Village) fE1E
HRF B MROT R e =H_ 8. FF—iE -
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49. While visiting Wonder Village, the Chen family decide to buy the following items as souvenirs:

(1) a 19™ century oil lamp

(2) recycled plastic sunglasses

(3) an aboriginal wooden beads necklace

Which stores should they go to for these items?
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50. Which phrase is used by Joseph Tang to describe the “uniqueness” of the stores in Wonder
Village? (f&&#E > 2 57)

&  ZE : oneofakind

=¥ fi# : Joseph Tang FHVi—HJz52k 225 Wonder Village p5)ERY " f@41E | 2
(C) Aroma Paradise HY=Z i Joseph Tang A7~ ¢ " Each store is one of a kind in
Wonder Village. | 553 H > “one of a Kind” Zig/E—t — - 4BM(EH > B2
A4 uniqueness (&%) AVEAGDIREE -
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1. BRSO & h IS E B S IR RSB E 7tk -
B 5 : Nowadays / Today / Now, more and more senior high school English teachers have

increased the percentage of English use / using English / English used in class.

B 5 E:h
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2. MAFIHRFER AR ARIEERRE JIr AR EI4H R - AT IRAER - SR0EE) -
B fl : They divide / put students into different groups according to / based on /by their

English ability / proficiency, conducting / doing / carrying out a variety of / various

listening and speaking activities.
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The two pictures show a very interesting change in Taiwan: people treat their
pets differently nowadays. In the first outdoor scene, we see a clear contrast in a
sunny park. One man is pushing a wagon with two young children, but right next to
them, a woman is pushing a similar pet stroller with two small dogs inside.
Furthermore, owners are seen holding their dogs affectionately on their shoulders or
in their arms --gestures that were once reserved for human infants. It is the same when
we look at the indoor scenes. On one side, a mother is carefully feeding her baby,
while on the other, a couple is feeding their dogs with just as much love. These scenes
tell us that pets are no longer just animals that guard our homes. Instead, many people
now treat them as “fur kids,” giving them the same care, money, and attention that
they would give to a human child.

From what I’ve seen, this trend is mostly driven by the high cost of living in
Taiwan. For many young people today, buying a house and raising a child feels like an
impossible dream because it’s just too expensive. Pets, on the other hand, provide
great emotional support and unconditional love without the huge, lifelong price tag of
a kid. This shift has a profound impact on our society. On a personal level, pets help
modern city people feel less lonely and fill an emotional void. Nevertheless, on a
larger scale, this preference for pets over children exacerbates Taiwan’s falling birth
rate. While the “pet economy” continues to grow, replacing babies with “fur kids”

signals a demographic change that may strain the labor market in the near future.
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